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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Status 

1 )K Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05 December 2005 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)IEI This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) £0 Claim(s) 1-12 is/are pending in the application. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 

1. Applicant's arguments, see Remarks/ Argument, filed Dec 5, 2005, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 7 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new 
ground(s) of rejection is made in view of (smith). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 7-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claim 7 recites the limitation, "a stick first end extending to a stick second end, said stick 
first end, for contacting said surface, said stick first end extending to a stick second end, said 
stick, second end for cooperating with a constant force spring," in lines 4-7. It is indefinite 
because such phrase is confusing. 

Claim 7 recites the limitation "the portion" in line 13. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/8 1 2,666 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3682 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Burke et al., U.S. 
Patent 5,337,860. 

Burke et al. shows, in Figs. 1-7, a right rectangular parallelepiped lubricant stick, the 
stick 82 having a first end extending to second end, the first end for contacting a surface to be 
lubricated, the second end for contacting a constant force spring 94 of a lubricant applicator, the 
constant force spring for holding the first end against the surface to be lubricated, the constant 
force spring comprising a first portion 90 extending to a coiled second portion 94, the first 
portion configured to attachment to the lubricant applicator, wherein the second end defines 
therein a channel (as shown in Fig. 7 near where reference number 82 is pointing) for receiving 
at least a portion of the coiled second portion; wherein the right rectangular parallelepiped 
lubricant stick further having a first face opposite a second face (the faces facing each other 
across the channel), wherein the channel is generally right rectangular parallelepiped shaped, 
extending through both the first and second faces. 

6. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Brinkerhoff, U.S. 
Patent 282,837. 
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Brinkerhoff shows, in Figs. 5, 6, and 8, a right angle parallelepiped lubricant stick for 
lubricating a surface, comprising a lubricant stick C having a channel for receiving a spring and 
hold the spring therewith and wherein the lubricant stick further having a first face and opposite 
a second face (both face being on the inside surface of the channel), wherein the channel is a 
generally right rectangular parallelpiped shaped extending through the first and second faces. 

(note: the constant force spring is not given a patentable weight since the claims only 
claim the lubricant stick and the recitation of the constant force spring is only an intended use 
language) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Szatkowski 
et ah, U.S. Patent 5,251,724 in view of Bitdinger et aL, U.S. Patent 5,478,316. 

Szatkowski et al. shows, in Figs. 1-15, a right rectangular parallelepiped lubricant stick 
and coiled constant force spring combination for lubricating a surface, the combination 
configured for utilization with a lubricant applicator, the spring having a coiled portion, the 
combination comprising: a lubricant stick 108 having a stick first end extending to a stick second 
end, the stick first end, for contacting the surface, the stick second end for cooperating with a 
constant force spring 110, thereby applying a constant force holding the stick upon the surface to 
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be lubricated, the spring having a spring first end 1 14 extending to a spring second end 1 16, the 
first end comprising an attachment for attaching to the lubricator, the portion of the spring 
extending from the spring first end to the spring second end coiled, wherein as the lubricant stick 
is dispensed via the lubricant applicator the lubricant stick shortens and the spring coils thereby 
applying a constant force holding the lubricant stick first end against the surface, wherein the 
lubricant stick further having a first face opposite a second face, but fails to show a channel 
formed at the second end of the lubricant stick. 

Bitdinger et al. teaches, in Fig. 19, a constant force spring 56 that applies a constant force 
on a rectilinearly moveable device 46 and is held in a channel 48. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the lubricant stick end of Szatkowski et al. with the spring 
received channel as taught by Bitdinger et al. in order to provide a better engagement between 
the spring and the lubricant stick so that the urging of the stick on to the surface remains 
constant. 

As to the matter of the channel being in different shapes as recited in claims 3-6 and 9-12, 
it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the shape of the 
channel to such different shapes, since applicant has not disclosed that having the channel shaped 
in either semi-cylindrical, or prismatic, or semi-hexagonal solves any stated problem or is for any 
particular purpose and it appears that the stick would perform equally well with the channel 
formed at any shape as long as the channel is utilized to hold the spring in place. 
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9. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brinkerhoff, 
U.S. Patent 282,837 in view of Szatkowski et aL, U.S. Patent 5,251,724. 

Brinkerhoff shows, in Figs. 5, 6, and 8, a lubricant stick and coiled spring combination 
for lubricating a surface, the combination comprising a lubricant stick C having a channel for 
receiving a spring and hold the spring therewith and wherein the lubricant stick further having a 
first face and opposite a second face (both face being on the inside surface of the channel), 
wherein the channel is a generally right rectangular parallelpiped shaped extending through the 
first and second faces, but fails to show a constant force spring. 

Szatkowski et al. shows, in Figs. 1-15, a right rectangular parallelepiped lubricant stick 
and coiled constant force spring combination for lubricating a surface, the combination 
configured for utilization with a lubricant applicator, the spring having a coiled portion, the 
combination comprising: a lubricant stick 108 having a stick first end extending to a stick second 
end, the stick first end, for contacting the surface, the stick second end for cooperating with a 
constant force spring 110, thereby applying a constant force holding the stick upon the surface to 
be lubricated. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the spring of Brinkerhoff with the constant force spring as taught 
by Szatkowski et al. in order to provide a better and more constant engagement between the 
surface and the lubricant stick so that a better lubrication can be realized. 

As to the matter of the channel being in different shapes as recited in claims 4-6 and 10- 
12, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the shape of the 
channel to such different shapes, since applicant has not disclosed that having the channel shaped 
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in either semi-cylindrical, or prismatic, or semi-hexagonal solves any stated problem or is for any 
particular purpose and it appears that the stick would perform equally well with the channel 
formed at any shape as long as the channel is utilized to hold the spring in place. 

Double Patenting 

10. It is noted that the U.S. Pub. No. 2003/0101897 Al was considered for a provisional 
obviousness double patenting rejection. However, such rejection is not being pursued since the 
application is now abandoned. 

Response to Arguments 

11. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-12 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Constant pressure lubricator with constant force spring. 
Murro, U.S. Patent 4,209,081 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chong H. Kim whose telephone number is (571) 272-7108. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday - Friday; 9:00 - 6:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Ridley can be reached on (571) 272-6917. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent . 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

chk 

December 30, 2005 




